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LAUGHADLE S'I‘ORY.

The fllowing ais langhable account of
‘the misfortunes which befel an Ametican
gentleman upon of & visit to a lady in Pavis
10 whom he bore letters of introduetion.
ARer relating a numbers of ludicrous and
amusing mistakes upon his entrance into
the presence of the lady, he thus proceeds :

“The ordinary routine of a Frengh din-
ner commanced. A regular series of sor-
vanis appeared each instant at elbows, invit-
ing us w partnke of a thousand different
kinde of wines under a string of names which
I no more urderstood than 1 .did their compo-
sition or they did my gaucheriess Resolute
to avoid all foriher opportunites for display-
ing my predominant trait, 1 sal in the most
obstinnte silenpe saying oui o every thing
that was offered 1o me and eating with the
most devoted spplication, Wl my fuirneigh-
bour, weariod with my tacituenity and  her
own.at loegth herssiC began eonversstion by
enquiring how I was pleased with the apera,
Y was jusirnising o large morsel of potatoe
to my mouth and in orderto reply 4s quick-
1y a8 poseible T hastely thrust it in inten-
ding 1o swallow it ns hastely, Heavens!
it wis ot as burning lava, whatcould 1 do?
The luly's eyes were upon me, waiting for
arep'y to her question. Bat my mouth
was in flame. L rolled tlie burning morsel
hither and thither, rocking my head from
side to #ide, while my eves which T invol
untarily fixed upon her, were strained from
there sockale, She regarded my grimuces
of the cause of which she was ignorint,
with an expression of amazement and sur-
prise, at which I can Inogh now wlhenl
think of it.

“Mopsicur is illl" at length she genlly
and in an anxious tone enquired; 1 could
bear no more. My mouth
with intolerable pain, so quietly abandoning
the polnt, opened it to the utmost and out
dropped the infarnal brand wpon my plate.
Not the slightert  wndenoy o risibility
rifiled the impnriorhable politeness of the
lady. Eho soothingly condoled with me
on iy misfuriune, then gradunlly led the

conversition toa variety of topics, 1l exer-
ting the mugie influence that true politoness
alwuys exorciges, I bezan to forget my owvn
blondera.  Gradually my ehesks boned
leas puinfully, and I conld join in the con-
versation withont the fear that every word
I nuered shaved e fate of the setion 1 ate
teipted. Leven venwred to Lope, nay
1o congratulate myeelf that the eatalegue of
ealamities was completed for the day,

stL.ot wo man eall himself huppy before
death,” said Solon, and he said wirely,
“Uhe ides of March were not yet over. Be-
fore us stood ndish of eaulifiower, nicely
done in butter, Thin I noturally enongh
touk for o custard pudding, which it suffi-
cieptly reseiablad,  Unfortunstely my vo-
eihulary was not yet exiensive enough to
enihrace all e teelinicalities of the tabie
and when my fair neighbor inquired il |
wia fond of chorflear, T verily ok is to he
tho Fianch T eustacd pudding, sid o high
was my pancgirio ofitthat iny plate was
beantifolly laden with il,  Alas, one single

mouthiful was enough w disgpel the illusion. | fated poekot and hed erushed out the 1n||u-| [
Would w heaven thet the clorflour had |

was flaviig |

burhing Vesuviug, my heart died witlin me
Ashamed to confess my mistake though |
could a8 readly have swallowed an equal
quantily of soft soap, 1 struggled manfully
on against the the mountainous henp at its
bnse—and shutling my mouth to inhale as
large masses as 1 could without swepping o
taste it.  Dut my stomach began intelligibly
enough to intimate its intention to admit no
more of this nauseous strang=r beneath its
roof, if not even expelling that which hud
already goined an unwelcome adaission.

The seriousness of the task I had under-
taken, and the resolution necessary to exe-
cute ity had given an earnesiness and rapi-
dity to my exertionsd which appetite eould
not have inspired, when wmy plate having
got somewhat over the edae ol the table,
upon my lesning forward tilted up, and
down slid the disgusting mass inta my lap.
My handkerchief unable to bear s0 welghty n
foad, bent under in its turn, and a great pro-
portion-of it landed safetly in my hat. The
plate instanly righted itself as I raised my
person, and as [ glanced my eye ronnd the
table, and saw that no one had noticed my
disaster, T inwardly congratulated myseli
thint the nausenus deception was so happily
disposed of.  Resolved not to'be detected,
I instantly rolled my handkeroniel rogether
with its remaining contents and whipped it
into my pocket.

The dinoer table was at length deserted
for the drawing room where coffee and li-
quors were served round,  Meantime I had
sought out what Lthought a sufe hiding
place for my hat beneath a clair in the
dining-room for 1 dare noteany it any lon
geran my hand, having first thrown u mor-
sel of paper to hide the canliffower, should
any one chanee in seeking for lus own hat
to look into mine.

On my retwrn to the drawing room 1
chanced 10 be' sgain seated by the lady by
whom I had sat at tabler Our conversa
tion was resumed, and we were in the
midst of animated discussion, when a huge
spider was scen up her arm,

“Pake it off—take it off,’ she ejaculated
in a terrified voice,

I waos always afruid of spiders; so to a-
void touching him with my hand, I canght
my povket handkereliel frora my pocket
and clapped it at once upon the miscieant,
who was slready mounting over Lier temple
[ wish rupid strides,
I had forgotten the epuliffower which was
now plastered over her face like an emou-
tiant pouliive, faitly Killing the spider and
LUlinding the eye of the lady—while little
stireamlets of goit butter glided gently down
| har cheeks and bosom,

Graaoious heavens !

{

“Mondieu ! Moudieu !
tonished fuir.
s Mondien !"" was the re-echo [romevery

exclaimed he as-

perzon’s mooth.

»Have you cul your hand ! inguired one

#No?! no !—ihe spider—Monsieur is
killing the spider.”

VW hat a quaitity of entrails " ejacula-
ted the astonished Prenchinan, unconsci-
ously to himealf,

Well might he be astonished, the sproy
pavtered hee
'--_\‘.!i'.‘ll'. the

£ the excerable vegitublie had s
dress from liead to foot,  Fou
| moment the secident oceured T 1 ad mechan-
wally returned my handkerchiel o my poe-
ket bat its contents romsinetd,

W hat a monsier must 1 have boen,” ob-
sorvoil a voung lady as she helped 1o re.
lieve my vietim from her eruel situstion, 1
dectave T should think he Lud been living
on cusulilower.”

At thut moment I felt some one touech me
and wrsing, | saw my companion who had
come with me.

w Look at your pantaloons,' ha whispe-
red.  Alraady hialf daad with tha eonfusion
and disagter T lnd  enused, T enst my
eyes upon my once while dross; and

my delemuta, 1 had beon sitting on the

hutter bad (e soft pante-like veogitble,

suw @t a glwen the horrible exient of

lu seemed a8 1t were actually dissolving my |
pantaloons.

Darting from the spot, T sprang to the
plaee where T had left my bhat; but belore |
could raneh it, a sudden storm of wrath was
heard at the door.

“ Sair ! beto ! sacre ! the garin the first
syllable being made to roll like a watch-
man,s rattle mingled with an other epithet
and name that as angry Frencliman never
spares, was hemd rising like o fierce tem
pest without the doors. Suddenly there
Wwas a pause; a gnriing sound s one swal-
lowing involuntarily—and the storm of
wrath again broke not with redoubled fury
1 seized my hatund opened the door, and
the whole matter was at once explained;
we had exchanged hats—and there he stond
the soft caulilower gushing down his
ehieeks, blinding his eyes; filling his mouth
huir, mustachios, enrs aud whiskers: Nev.
ershall T forget that speetacle.  Thera he
stond astride, like the Colossus and stnoping
gently forwarid his eyes forcibly closed, his
arms drooping out from his body and drip-
ping caulifiower and butter from every pore.

I staid no longer, but retaining his hat, 1
pushed from the house, jumped into a
‘fiaere’ and arrived safely home, heartly re-
solving that to my latest hour, T would
never again deliver a letter of introduciion.

From the I’_hilnrl;-l]-"ii.l“i"u!-l'w Ledger.

AN ODD CIRCUMSTANCE,
During our struggle, for intlependence, 2
queer (ransaction ocenrred at a lavern nol
many miles (rom Germantown, belween an
American and a British soldier. . Jt was on
the day prier to the battle of Germanlowi,
yet fresh inthe recollection of many of our
citizens, thut a seary traveller, with a duck
gun of 3 large bore resting on his shoulder,
demand®d a night's lodging at a public house
on the highrond; his bara feal, rimless hat
and torn 2otz ey’ Zh no guod im-
pression on the mind of the tavern keeper,
us to the likelihood of his ever being puid
for his meals or lodgings but* mine host'
being a true American at heart, aml recog-
rizing the fraveller at once to bea * provin-
cial,” he liberully extended to Liim the com-
forts of his house and home. ‘I'he soldier
beirg weary, retived to bed shortly after his
arrival.  About an hour afler, the rampling
of the feet of o horse was lieard in ront
[of the tavern,and before the burkeeper couli!
open the door, the heavy tread of & mau
was heard on the piazza of the house.
The scarlet coatand rich epunlets of the
new comer at onece convineed the * Mujor
Doma’ that he was un English oflicer,  He
entered the barroom, unlopsened his sword
belt, and imperatively called for supper and
a bed.
the one bell—a double bed by the way—in
the house and it was oceupied by the Amer-
ican private,
tatingly declared that unlesz he would
condescend to sleep with a fellow traveller
he could obtain no lodging., It Leing sev-
eral miles to the next publie house and ul-
ready lute at night, the oflicer finally acnep-
ted the proposal and was asiiered to his dor-
mitory by the lightof a flaming pine knot
The night passed tranquilly away, if the
lustey enoring of both travéllers be except-
ed, In the momning our provincial private
was the first awnke. e looked apparent-
ly with much surprise, ut the British oflicer,
| who lay quietly breathing with his mouth
|ope, us if 10 cach flies.
{ined his wtered  shirt, pinched himself |
fthe legs and and then

¢ Strange ! d—d strange ' Finally he pinch- |
ed the efficer’s nose, who jumped up evi-
dently ternifiod,

* Who are you !
cinl,

*1'm a soldier,” was the reply.

+ What's your name '

+ Jaeob Ellworth.'

* You're a llar, that's my name, I'm Jake
Ellworth.'

* No you're not, that's me,’
| officer, who by this time had rocoverod W

Here was a dilemma; there was bus

The Inndlord at length hesi-

He then exam-

Urine, muters fl

demandel our provin-

answerell the

(_U "‘ﬂll
« What ! dy'e want 1o tell pie that you're

Jake Ellwortli when 1'm Joke himsell? -

'eyes no how you ean fix it'—putting hie | that pitiless tempest, belioved tiemselves in
{ thumb to his nuse and shaking his fistat the | the liome they never more must see, and

provincial,
This movement roused the ire of the
Yankee to such a degree, that with his

Ins face and levelled him on the bed; a noise
enstied, and buta few minutes elupund ere
the landlord with his attendenis arrived at
the door; cach of the combatants appealed

come to hed last. The londlord surveyed
them each intheir turn, but their faces, their
size, and the eolor ol their hair resembled
euch other so much that he had declared he
wis unable to distinguish one from the oth-
ér. At this moment the hostler arrived at
the door with the intellizence thata party of
Snglish s¢Jdiers could be seen some distance
off, murching in the direction of the tavern,
‘The ofiicer l.Jug; wedd and the Yankee looked
aghast, but suddenly recolleeting himsnlf,
seized the Englishman’s uniform, ran out
ol the room aud ordered the hostler to sad-
dle his horse.  In the yard of the tavernhe
vompleted his dress, mounted (he officer’s
steetl and boldly mecting the detuchment of
English =oldiers,ordered them to take a d—d
rebel, whom he hiad made prisoner at the
uext tavern, to the eamp. ''he meneuvre
succecded and the Yankee escaped to the
Americen camp, ‘T'lie English officer in
the mean time was arrested by his own men,
but whether the mistake was ever discover-
gd—+ this deponent saith not’
Ll
From the Rural Repository,
THE TREMBLING EYE-LID,
BY MR&. L. M. SIGOURNEY.

It was the day before Chirsimas, in the
year 1778, that during our warof the Revo-
lation, an armed vessel suiled from the port
of Boston. She was sirangly buill, and
carried twenty guns, with a well appointed
crew of more than a hundred, and provie-
ion for a cruise of six montlis. As she
spread her broad, white saile, and steored
from the harbor with a fair fresh breeze—
she made o noble appearance.  Many throb-
bing hearts breathed a bicssing on her voy-
age; [ur shie bore a company of as bold and
skillul seamen, as ever dured the perils of
the deep,  Buot soon the north wind blew,
and brought u heavy sea into the bay, The
night proved dark, and they eame 10 anchor
with diffieulty near the harbor of Plymouth.

‘I'he strong gale that buffeted them becawe
w atorm, and the storm a Lurricane.

Snow fell, and the cold was terribly se-
vere, The vessel was diiven from her moor-
ings and strock ona veel of rocks. She
began to £l with water and they were oblig-
oil to cot away her masts.  T'he sea rose o-
bove the main deck, sweeping over it every
surge. They made every exertion that cour-
age could prompt, or hardihood endure,—
But so fearful were the wind and’ cold, that
the stoutest man wus not able o sinke more
thun two blows in nuting sway the musis,
without being relieved by another, The
wretalied people thronged together on the
quarier-deck, which was crowled almost lo
suffocation, ‘I'hey were exhausted with
toil and suifering, but could obtain naither
Tlhey wers all
covered by the deep sen, when the vessel
But unfortanstely the

provision or {resh water,

became a wreck,
crew get iocess (o ardent spiriis, and many
of them drank to iotoxication. Insubordin-
The
[oflicers remained elear-minded, but lost all
{ authority over the crew, who raved around
them. A more lrightlul scene ean se: iresly |
| be imagined. 'The sky, the raging storm,
the waves breaking wildly over the rocks,
{ and threatening every momont to swallow
up the broken vessel, and the half frozen
beings who maintained their icy hold on life,
lost 1o reason and to duty,or fighting fiercely
with each other. Some lny in disgusting stu-
pidity, or others, with liury faces, blasphom-
ed Gad,  Some in lemporary delirium, (an-
| eind themenlves in palst‘m surrounded by

{ ation, mutiny  and madness ensned.

fuxury,and brawally abpsed the servants whao |

13“-;_' sU pa ad refused o _;l thair d ]1.11 Fd

clenched fist he struck the Briton o blow on |

to hitm to decide who was the real * Juke i
Ellworth,” and which was the man whao liad |

{mlh hollow, reproaciful voices' besoughv
[bread, and wondered why water was
| withheld from them by the liands that were
most dear, A few, whose worst passions
|were quickened by alcohol 1o 4 fiend-like
;l‘ury. assaulted or wounded these who came
in their way, making their shiricks of defi-
ance and their curses heard above the rose
of the storm. Intemperance never display-
ed itself in more distressing attivides. At
{length Death began to do his work. ‘Tle
miserable croatures fell dead every hour up-
on the deck, being frozen =4l and hurd,—
Each corpse as it beecame breathless, was
laid upon the heap of dead bodies, that more
space might be left for the sugvivors. T'hore
who drank most were the frstto perish,
On the third day of these horrers, the in-
‘habitants of Plymouth after making many

without dangers Wihat a melancholy spec-
tacle! Lifeless bodies, stiffoned into every
form that suffering could devise, Many
lay in a vast pile. Others gat with their
hends raclining on their knees; others grasp-
ing the ice-covered ropes; some in a posture
of defence like the dying gladiator; others
with hands held up to heaven, ns if depre=
cating their fate. Orders were given to
search earnestly for every mark or sign of
life. One boy was distinguished amid the
mass of dead, only by (he trembling of lis
eye-lids, The poor survivors were kindly
received into the houses of the people of
Plymouth and every efiort used for their
restoration. The Capiain ond Lieutenant,
and a few others, who abstained from the

I use of ardent spirits survived. The remain-

dor were buried, some in separate graves,
and others in a large pit, whose hollow is
still 1o be seen on the southwest side of the
burial gronnd in Plymouth. The funeral
nheaquies were most salemn.  When the
clergyman who was to parform the last ser-
viee, first entered, and saw more than sev-
enty dead bodies,;some figing upon him theie
stony eyes, and others with faces stilfened
into the horrible expression of their last
mortal agony, he was so affeeted, as 1o

faint,
Some were brought on shore alive, and

received every attention, but survived only
a short time. Others were reslored after
long sickness, but with theic limbs so inju-
red by the {rost as to become ciipples for

lifi,
In a villago at some distance “from Ply-

mouth, a widowed mother, with ber daugh-
ter were seen constantly attending a couch,
on which lay a snfierers It was the boy
whose trembling eye-lid attraced the notict
of pity, us he lay among the dead.
#Mother,” he ssid in a feeble tone,**God
hless you for having tanght me fo avnid are
dent spirits. It was this thuat saved e,
After thosa around me grew intoxieated, 1

had encugh to do, 0 protect wmysell from

them.
Some dltzeked anil dared me to fights Otls-

ors pressed the poisonous diaught to my
lips und bude me to drink. My lips anl
throat were parched with thiret. Dut 1
knew if [ drank with themn I must'losa my
1eagon, us they did and perhups bluspheme
my maker,

One by onae they died, thase poor infatu-
Their shrieks and groans,
wWag In

ated wreiches,
| sull spem to ring in my cars. It
| vain thiat the captain and other ofiicers and
;.\ fow good men wacsed them of what would
ensue if ey thus continued to drink, and
tried every meathol in their power to re-
They sull fed upon

They grew delinpns

mnre them 1o order,
intoxicsting liquor.

they died m heaps.
Deuar mother, our sulfarings from hunger

and cold, you canpot imagine. Afler my
{ent were frazen but before 1 lost the use of
my hands, 1 disoovered a box among frag-
monts of the wreck, [l under water. |
wiled with a ropeto deng it up, Bur my
strength was not sufficient. a compaile
who was still sble 1o move u little, nnvisted

me. At length il onme within our reschv,
We hoped thut it might eqnisin bready, vad

| 0% courie —

ineffectual attempts, reached the wieck, not”




